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NEW HOMES built: 2007 LANDSCANPING  
COMPLETE: 2007

H   UD Secretary, Sean Donovan recently 
recognized Cottage Park as national 
model for urban neighborhood renewal.  

Catalyst is the neighborhood developer for the 
Cottage Park housing cluster.  In 2007, Catalyst 
developed several market rate homes, one of 
which is now occupied by the Jordan neighborhood 
association (JACC).  Each 1,800 sq ft house has 
its own design, three bedrooms, one-and-a-
half bathrooms and two floors of living space. 
The homes have central air, new appliances, a 
ready-to-finish basement and a two car detached 
garage. Since Catalyst completed this work, 
residents have begun to invest in their properties 
and GMMC, Habitat for Humanity and Urban 
Homeworks are creating affordable housing in the 
Cottage Park area.

A main component of the Cottage Park 
Development was the renovation of Cottage 
Park itself from 2006-2009. The park boasts new 

landscaping, plantings, and public art including 
an interactive checkerboard sculpture and park 
bench. New lighting and new traffic calming 
bumps were added.  Community volunteers 
installed beautiful, new playground equipment. 
And the 100-year old church across from Cottage 
Park playground was completely renovated, adding 
200 congregants to the day-time community.

More than 250 people attended a Cottage Park 
neighborhood celebration in early summer 2008 
that included food from local vendors and musical 
performances by students from the Lundstrum 
Center for Arts.  In 2009, a summer camp was 
held for local children in this same location that 
not long ago, was a haven for drugs and violence.  
Today, Cottage Park belongs to the community 
and its thriving.

The Project timeline

HOUSING  
INVESTMENTS  
CONTINUE: 2009

Cottage Park Neighborhood

Specs:
• Safety & community pride restored
• New & renovated single family homes
• Park landscaping, art and lighting
• Brand new playground equipment
• Traffic-calming installed
• PCYC Kids Camp held in Cottage Park 2009

IMPACT statement:
"I believe Minneapolis 
is a model for 
communities across 
the country," 

- Sean Donovan, 
HUD Secretary, after 
touring Cottage Park

CONTACT:
Catalyst Community Partners
Sue Wollan Fan, President
sue@catalystcommunitypartners.org 
Phone:  612.877.4000

ADDRESS:
James & Ilion Ave N
1 Block N of W Broadway 
Minneapolis, MN 55411


